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Generally, dynasties are described as a group, mostly with family relations that maintain power and authority to rule over other communities over an extended period. The history of China is characterized by consistent patterns of emergence of influential dynasties, whose sole aim is the consolidation of the Chinese population, but which soon fall out due to the complexities associated with running expanded dynasties (Chan & Laffargue, 2016). The emergence of dynasties is not unique to ancient Chinese civilization, but can also be traced to other locations. For instance, in Mesopotamia, the Akkadians, under the leadership of Sargon, established the world's first empire by 2350 BCE (Scarre & Fagan, 2016). Similar to the Chinese dynasties, the Akkadian empire was founded on the idea of bringing people together. Similar to China, Mesopotamia witnessed the rise and fall of numerous dynasties like the Babylonians, Hittites, and Assyrians. Additionally, ancient Egypt was characterized by dynastic cycles, where Upper and Lower Egypt came together to form an empire with one unified and powerful government that was led by Pharaoh (Scarre & Fagan, 2016). The dynastic cycle in Egypt involved the old kingdom, the middle kingdom, and finally, the new kingdom.
The Gupta period in India was characterized by creativity and art, though economic prosperity was low. The period witnessed the assassination of the last Mauryan king, the fall of the Mauryan Empire, and the emergence of new small empires. However, in 320 C.E., a new ruler, Chandragupta, arose to establish a new empire that he would soon be inherited byhis son and grow into an extensive and prosperous empire (Dey, 2018). Similarly, the Sassanid Persia, also known as the Sasanian dynasty, was a political empire and the last Persian imperial dynasty, founded following Ardashīr I's conquests (208–224 CE) and the introduction of the Islamic religion by the Arabs (Dey, 2018). In both of these cases, the empires are founded on political bases, grow to become great dynasties, then fall mainly due to their vast nature only to be succeeded by another form of a dynasty. Therefore, they both represent a form of dynasty cycle.
In the first millennium CE, while China underwent numerous political and religious changes, with the introduction of new dynasties, Japan maintained the same monarchy system of government. However, China still had considerable influence over Japan in numerous fields. In religion, Japan adopted Buddhism, an ancient Indian religion, from China (Watanabe, 2019). Leaders in Japan encouraged the adoption and integration of Buddhism from China as a way of promoting Chinese ideas in their communities. In language and communication, the Chinese influence the Japanese language and writing system. Currently, some of the Japanese numbers are similar to those of the Chinese, while it is argued that the introduction of Chinese characters helped broaden the Japanese access to education (Watanabe, 2019). Additionally, the Japanese, through the Taika reforms, created a new government system influenced by the one adopted by the Chinese, which brought land reforms and the introduction of taxes, similar to those in China. 
However, of all the influences of China on Japanese culture and society, the Confucian ideology is arguably the most relevant in shaping the culture of Japan. The Confucian ideology, which is founded on social and environmental harmony, led to the spread of key Japanese ideas, including poetry (Watanabe, 2019). Generally, the Confucian ideology resulted in a positive impact on the Japanese culture as it formed the foundation of government and social structure in Japan. 
In summation, ancient civilizations had a significant impact on the development and evolution of the social structure, including the interactions between various communities globally. Though each civilization occurred at different historical periods and geographic locations, they had significant impacts, some of which are witnessed in the current world. Therefore, understanding these civilizations forms the basis for an understanding of current human interactions (Scarre & Fagan, 2016).
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